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CASE OF LONG-CONTINUED DROPSY: OF THE PERITONEUM, CURED 
BY INUNCTION WITH HYDRIODATE OF POTASH AND MERCURY. 


BY W. BEVAN, SURGEON, DUBLIN. 


MarcareT Pow tan, etat. 41, servant, of a robust and healthy consti- 
tution, having run through the ordinary course of pregnancy, was, in the 
month of February, 1823, admitted into the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, 
when, the labor being a protracted one, she was delivered, per force, of 
a dead child. Contrary tothe consent of the attending physician, she 
went out prematurely, and returned immediately to her situation. 

About seven or eight months after, being enceinte, she perceived that 
she was larger than usual under the circumstances, and that there existed — 
an evident division between the upper and lower halves of the abdomen. 
Having gone her full time, she was delivered of a stillborn child, and 
immediately after delivery observed that she was scarcely if at all reduced 
in size, which was considerable. Soon after this she again became preg- 
nant, and in due time was safely delivered of a living child. Nothing, 
however, during this long period had been done for the extra swelling of 
the abdomen, which had become much larger and continued to increase. 
A third time she became pregnant, and after the usual period was a 
second time delivered of a stillborn child. This occurred four years 
after her first accouchment. As yet, also, nothing was done for the tumor, 
which continued to enlarge. 

Unwilling to consent to the use of any remedy, and not imagining that 
she was dropsical, two years subsequent to this time, having ceased 
child-bearing, and having become very helpless, and being incapable of 
motion, she applied to a physician, who gave it as his opinion that she 
really was dropsical, and that she must immediately be tapped. To this 
she consented, and the operation was accordingly performed in the pre- 
sence of three attendants, when thirty-nine quarts of a limpid serum were 
drawn off. From that period to the present time she has been tapped 
once in each year, except the last, when it was performed thrice, in 
consequence, as is usual, of the more rapid and frequent effusion of fluid. 
On an average, eighteen quarts of water were evacuated each time. In 
two Instances none could be obtained. ; ; 

_ In the beginning of January of the present year, the tumor having again 

increased much and rapidly, I was applied to, by her attending physician, 

to perform the operation, when we drew off fourteen quarts of a thickish 

serum. Much difficulty and resistance were experienced on introducing 

the trocar, the integuments being very dense, and the peritoneum feeling 

as hard as pasteboard. I did not succeed in drawing off all the water at 
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this time ; a third part still remained. A flannel roller being ees, and 
a portion of the Decoct. Seminis Lini. being directed to be taken daily 
(the urinary secretion having been some time suspended), we left her. 

Subsequently, on inquiring into the history of her case, I found that 
during the long period of ten years, her health had not materially suffered; 
that the uterus, the catamenia being always regular, the kidneys, and es- 
pecially the liver, had performed their functions well. I therefore con- 
cluded that the disease had its seat and origin in the peritoneum, in con- 
sequence of latent inflammation, which conclusion its thickened and dis- 
eased state warranted me in drawing. With this view of the case, I 
directed her to use the following ointment :— 


R. Ung. Hydriod. Potasse ; | 
Hydrarg. Fortius Sing. 38s. Fricatus drachma mane nocteque 
abdom. 


Three weeks after she had discontinued the use of the ointment, and 
finding that the swelling had rather diminished than increased, I deter- 
mined on drawing off the remainder of the fluid, which I accordingly did, 
when thirteen quarts of a thickish brick-red colored serum flowed out. i 
was much surprised to find the abdominal parietes this time quite relaxed 
and pliable. This enabled me to take away the last drop. Having 
applied a tight bandage, and directed her to remain at rest for some days, 
I desired that she should take exercise ; since which she has resumed 
her ratural dimensions, has returned to service, and continues to improve 
in health, and no disposition seems to exist at present to renew the dis- 
ease, a period of five months having now elapsed. 

On a review of this case I consider it to be interesting on two accounts. 
First, that during the unusual length of time in which this individual was 
dropsical, there was a total absence of symptoms of injury in the other 
organs, particularly the stomach ; the menstrual flux also being singularly 
regular throughout. Secondly, the remarkably quick and rapid effect 

roduced by the ointment. This I conceive was due to the hydriodate, 
its now well-known power on the constitution of thinning and emaciating 
being strikingly shown in this.instance. But I think that it possesses, in 
addition, a much more valuable property, that of altering the diseased 
action of a part, which I consider was manifested in this case by the 
marked alteration in color of the fluid. This also occurred in a case of 
ovarian dropsy treated with iodine by Dr. Elliotson, and also by Dr. 
Thompson of London, who (though I was ignorant of the fact till I had 
consulted the poe) have used this substance as a remedy in this form 
of disease, often with success. Dr. E. in his lectures has given some 
useful and judicious directions on its use, and has, I think, observed that 
it is likely to prove a good and valuable remedy. Let me, however, 
add, that much caution and circumspection should be observed in using 
it, either internally or externally, as, both from its rapid effects, its action, 
and its decided tendency to engender an inflammatory state of the sys- 
tem, dangerous consequences may ensue. I would further remark, that 
when it is perceived in a case of dropsy that iodine has manifested its 
effects, the radical cure may be very much hastened by drawing off any 
remaining fluid,—probably the last time the operation will be necessary: 
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The evil consequences arising from a lengthened use of the remedy may 
thus be obviated. Lastly, I would add, that I think iodine is materially 
assisted in its action by combining it with mercury.— Lancet. 


--— 


USE OF THE EXTRACT OF BELLADONNA IN CASES OF STRAN- 
GULATED HERNIA. 


THE means employed to obtain the reduction of a hernial tumor before 
having recourse to an operation, are extremely numerous and varied : 
some surgeons depend entirely on bleeding and cold topical applications; 
others endeavor to lower the strength of the patient, and diminish mus- 
cular action by powerful and frequently-repeated doses of tartar emetic, 
and the same effect has been obtained by the administration of tobacco 
through the rectum ; but the use of this latter remedy is always attended 
with inconvenience and danger, in consequence of which it has been alto- 
gether abandoned by the continental surgeons. The effects of belladonna 
on certain muscular structures have been long known and taken advantage 
of in surgery and midwifery, and it was no doubt from analogy that Dr. 
FRANKEL, according toa paper in the Journal des Chirurgerie und 
Alugen- Heilkunde, vol. xx. of which we make the following brief nay’ 2 
sis, was induced to employ it as a powerful auxiliary to other means for 
the reduction of strangulated hernia. Since 1829 he has treated six 
cases of this kind successfully, by repeatedly rubbing the tumor with a 
pomade containing belladonna. : 

The first case was that of a female peasant, aged 42 years, who had 
been thrown down and injured by the pole of a cart. She was brought 
to the hospital in a state of extreme feebleness, with nausea and vomiting. 
On examination, a strangulated hernia was discovered on the right side ; 
she was immediately bled, leeches were applied to the part, and’cold lo- 
tions placed over the tumor. In spite of these remedies, the abdominal 
pain increased, the constipation was obstinate, and the vomiting became 
stercoraceous ; an operation was proposed, but rejected Sy the patient. 
Dr. Frankel now administered at intervals a few drops of laurel-water, 
and rubbed the tumor, every hour, with an ointment containing a large 
quantity of the-extract of belladonna. This application was soon attended 
with happy results. ‘The accidents were alleviated, the hernial tumor 
waren) soft and small, the vomiting ceased, and the hernia was rapidly 
reduced. 

In another case the symptoms of strangulation had lasted for eight days, 
and an operation was pronounced indispensable, when reduction was ob- 
tained by the belladonna. This was a female whose hernia descended 
only during pregnancy, in consequence of which she did not wear a ban-' 
dage. The tumor reappeared after a violent and sudden effort, and soon 
became strangulated ; the bowels were now obstinately confined, there 
was vomiting of fecal matter, and, in short, all the symptoms which 
usually accompany strangulated hernia manifested themselves. The sur- 
Seon in attendance proposed an operation as urgent, but, as in the former 
case, the patient was unwilling to submit, and the extract of belladonna 
102 Consequence was comand after every other means had been in vain | 
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the oxygen was replaced by sulphur.— Gazette des Hépitauc. 
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tried during eight days. The remedy was here attended with success, 
and the tumor soon reduced. 

The other cases reported by the author are of a similar nature, and 
were terminated in a favorable manner. It is worthy of remark, that the 
were all examples of femoral hernia in females, a species which is muc 
more subject to strangulation than the scrotal hernia of man.—Zbid. 


CURE OF DIABETES MELLITUS WITH CREOSOTE. 


THE following is a short account from Hufeland’s Journal, for February 
last, of an eighth case of the above disease, treated by Professor Berndt, 
of Driefswaldt, after having treated the preceding seven with opium, 
emetics, arsenic, bleeding, &c., all unsuccessfully. The seven all died. 
The eighth patient was a man fifty years of age, who daily passed seven 
and a half pints of urine, which, when analyzed, was found to contain a 
good deal of sugar. There were considerable thirst and appetite, and 
little sleep, but no hectic fever had appeared. An emetic was at first 
administered, and the patient then put on Rollo’s diet, but without bene- 
fit. Finally, he was directed to take daily eight drops of creosote in 
sixteen pills of gum-arabic. The thirst and appetite were soon reduced, 
the excretion of urine was brought down to three pints, and then to two. 
The dose of the remedy was now increased, and the animal diet sus- 
sage after three weeks employment. The urine now contained much 
ess sugar, and began to offer some traces of urea. From this period 
the quantity of urine rapidly diminished, the sugar gradually disappeared, 
and the excretion finally assumed its natural qualities, and was discharged 
in regular quantity : the patient, in a word, was perfectly cured.—Jb. 


NEW ETHER. 


M. Pevovze lately discovered a new ether, which he calls ** hydrocya- 
nic,” while examining the effects produced by heat on a mixture of the 
sulpho-vinate of barytes with cyanuret of potassium. This ether is liquid, 
colorless, possesses a very pungent alliaceous olor, and acts energetically 
on the animal economy. It is inflammable, it boils at 82° under atmos- 
heric woe its density is 0,787 at a temperature of 15°, it is but 
ittle soluble in water, but is perfectly so in alcohol or sulphuric ether. 
It does not precipitate the nitrate of silver, and in this respect resembles 
hydrochloric ether, which does not decompose the salt until it has been 
destroyed by the action of heat. M. Pelonze regards the hydrocyanic 
ether as composed of equal volumes of olifiant gas, and of the vapor 
prussic acid, condensed one-half. The idea of searching for this ether 
was suggested to M. Pelouze by an observation of M. Zeize, who dis- 
covered a peculiar substance, possessing acid properties, and formed by 
the action of barium on the sulpho-vinate of barytes ; its composition was 
such as to lead to the conclusion that it was a kind of alcohol in which 
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SINGULAR MALFORMATION. 


[Mucu editorial comment on the following extraordinary history would 
be misplaced—suffice it to say, that in printing it, care has been taken to 
follow the manuscript verbatim et pene literatim. Dr. Hamilton will ac- 
cept our thanks for presenting through our pages so novel a case to the 
profession.— Eb. ] 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear S1r,—I transmit to you a transcript, from my memorandum, of 
a post-mortem examination, made in June, 1827, of probably the most | 
singular phenomena in the malformation of the imus-venter, metra, &c., 
on anatomical record, where pregnatio was effected—which is at your 
disposal. | 

The subject was Triphena Perkins, who died of apoplexis in Enfield, 
Con., aged 80 years, and who during her life possessed mental faculties, 
bodily health, and activity, equal to the standard of mediocrity. I there- 
fore confined my examination to the supposed malformation. , 


Result. 
Ist.—There were no pubes, nor cartilaginous 0 
as a substitute for those bones. 
2nd.—There was no external appearance of an umbilicus, or ligament 
leading from that region to the liver or elsewhere. 3 
3rd.—There was no cista wrina, or urinary receptacle ; the ureters 
arose from the kidneys in the usual form, and descended aslant on each 
side immediately to and under the costa of the two ilia, where they were 
attached to the peritoneum as far as the curvature between the two ante- 
rior spinous processes ; thence proceeding loosely over the intestinal 
parts in an oblique ascending course, near and on each side of the os 
lince, pierced the peritoneum, rectis abdominis and cuticular covering on 
each side of the linea alba, about 1 1-3 inch from each other, the left 
half an inch above the right and about 1 1-2 inch below the ordina 
situation of the mesomphalion. The mouths of the ureters were not vi- 
sible until a blow-pipe was applied to the dissected ends of them, and air 
forced through the cuticular part, raising valves that concealed those aper- 
tures from observation. The epidermis, in a circular form around the 
mouths of the ureters, as large as a crown-piece, had a glossy appearence 
resembling such cicatrizations as follow excoriations where the parvi- 
meatus is destroyed, and was depressed one-eighth of an inch below the | 
surrounding integuments. | | 
_ Ath.—From 1 to 1 1-2 inch above the ordinary situation of the symphy- | 
sis pubes, were all the muliebria attached to this person, which appeared in 
the centre of a circular deficiency of muscle as large as a half dollar, with 
the outside of the circle or vascular skin, at the time I examined, sunk 
near half an inch below the surrounding integuments, especially those 
above, the centre of which, from its making the external orifice of the 
vagina, was thicker and consequently raised above the surrounding loose 
skin about the prominence of half a nutmeg. The superior or outer part 
of this prominence had a dusky brown color, and flaccid donghy feel, 
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resembling the labia minora of such females as are deficient in the size 
of the labia pudenda to serve as a covering to the former. This part was 
susceptible of being i arige with the loose skin, as in exomphalus of 
children, or the umbilicale in the latter months of utero-gestation, which 
its figure represented. In the centre of this central projection or vulva, 
was the vaginal orifice, of a triangular shape when closed ; when opened, 
it appeared about the size of a goose-quill, and with much force I could 
not introduce anything into the vagina larger than a large stale of a smok- 
ing pipe, and that only to the upper orifice, nor could I pass a common 
dressing probe into the cervix of the uterus. The whole external cir- 
_ cumference of the vagina did not exceed an ordinary-sized funis umbili- 
calis ; and its whole length, that is, from the external orifice to that of 
the uterus, was but 2 1-2 inches, without any appearance of clitoris, &c. 
The cervix and fundus of the uterus, oviductus, ovarias, and morsus dia- 
boli, so far as I have been able to observe, appear regularly formed, 
except a deficiency of about one-third in the length of the fallopian tubes, 
and were not attached to anything either by ligament, membrane, or 
muscular fibre, except the vagina at the os tince, while the vagina was 
only attached to the loose vascular skin surrounding its orifice, and were 
ve under the muscle immediately above this malformed pseudo- 
endum. 

5th.—The rectum from the sphincter, 6 or 7 inches upward, was 12 
or 13 inches in circumference, constituting a cista faex, at the superior 
termination of which there was an abrupt recession of its size to that of 
common subjects. | 

6th.—There was a false labium of small prominence, perhaps one- 
eighth of an inch in each inguen, as far back as the femoral arteries, 
which were divested of gynecomystaz, except about half a dozen attached 
to each, and there was no appearance of anything of the kind ever having 


~ been on any of the neighboring parts. 


This person, with all her anomalism, near the age of 40 years passed 
through the scenes of conception, utero-gestation, and finally of partus- 
cesareus Ly the efficient aid of the late venerable obstetrician, Dr. Ma- 
ther, of the city of Hartford, assisted by the late senior Dr. Field of 
this town. 

Remarks. 
_ Ist.—The uterus was prevented from falling into the pelvis, not by 
ligaments, urinary cist, or vagina, but by the above described rectum 
being filled with copros and occupying the whole cavity. | 
2nd.—Though she, like our first parents, was anomphalos (a term said 
to be applicable only to them), yet she, unlike them, passed through the 
embryotic and foetal stages of gestation, during which she received ma- 
ternal nutriment ; and the only way it could have been conveyed from 
the mother to her, must have been through ‘a funicle attached to the 
aforesaid central projection or surrounding prominence of the triangular 
orifice of the vagina, from thence by ramified branches through the con- 
tiguous loose skin to the adjacent muscles. 
3rd.—The only way that foetal nutriment could be conveyed in this 
~ person to her uterus during gestation, must have been through the same 
vascular skin and coats of the aforesaid vaginal tube. 
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4th.—In the advanced months of gestation, or gravid state of the ute- 
rus (there being no pubes), it must have descended between the ureters 
into the pelvis, depressing and compressing the aforesaid feculent cist, 
thereby producing a subduction and detraction of its capacity, which at 
the time of parturition saved a division of the ureters and an incisure of 
the cist. 

5th.—In the coitus, the distance of 2 1-2 inches from orifice to orifice 
was doubtless shortened by a vis a tergo of the virga on the triangular 
orifice, whose only retinacle was its attachment to the loose flaccid skin 
that surrounded it. 

6th.—The modus conceptio, or impregnation of the ovulum by the 
genitura in this recipient, must have been sut generis, and yet I think ac- 
countable by the laws of gravitation, aided by aphrodisia phrenitis, if 
not by mechanism ; for as soon would I give credence to the mythology 
of Prometheus, as adopt the hypothesis of impregnation being accom- 
plished through the agency of a vaginal absorption of aura seminis. I 
am therefore fully satisfied that the only way to account for conception 
in this case, must be in the semen virile passing through the depressed 
and consequently shortened obliquely descending vaginal tube, by a vis- 
centripeta, assisted by depulsion, where it was received by the open 
orifice of the uterus, thus prepared by the vessels being excited by a 
mania amore basiatio to the performance of such agency, and there dis- 
posed of by the-laws of generation. 


Sequela. 

I had an intimate acquaintance and frequent conversation on the subject 
matter of this manuscript with the intelligible matron who was the only 
female that remained with this person at the time of her delivery ; and 
more than 25 years since I had a case of difficult parturition in her neigh- 
borhood, and called the assistance of Dr. M., when a free conversation 
ensued on this subject, the substance of which was, that Triphena had 
parturient pains 4 1-2 days, and to appearance was nearly exhausted ; 
that she must soon die if the foetus was not removed, and that no place 
but the one where children are ordinarily born could be selected through 
which an incision ought to be made—though at that time, and when I 
dissected, the mesomera, from the proper place for the symphysis pubes 
to the cuticulosus, was as smooth as the contiguous surface of the femens. 
By pressure on that part, however, a hard substance was felt, and Dr. M. 
commenced an incision in the part usually occupied by the symphysis 
pubes, carrying it through the uterus and sphincter ani, coming in contact 
with a fetus puor proprius, to which he fastened a crotchet, and drew 
forth a lifeless, peace-disturbing, illegitimate offspring of his Brittanic 
Majesty’s fusilier* from its doorless cell, with its involucra, amid divided 
vessels pouring forth their contents, but with a less troublesome method 
of stopping their ejection than was practised by Warner with his agaric, 
Hejster with his needle, or Bell with his tenaculum, viz. by thrusting a 
dry rag into the gaping incision and drawing her back on the bed, whence 
decursion followed by repeated deliquium animi, until by penuria and 
coagulum, instead of tormina post-partum, the hemorrhage ceased. 


* One of General Burgoyne’s soldiers. 
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After a few weeks the incision cicatrized, and this malformed feta got 
back into her former state, without suffering the loss of her virginity. 
The parts above described I have in alcoholic preservation. 
Respectfully submitted, H. A. Haminton. 
Enfield, Conn., August, 1834. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


(Mr. Eprror,—If you should deem the following remarks, intended for . 
general readers, suitable for insertion in your valuable Journal, it will 
gratify the writer to see them appear there. | 


SOME REMARKS ON DIET. 


THERE are perhaps few subjects of more general interest and more 
frequently discussed, particularly of late, than those connected with diet. 
ince the promulgation of what is called the Graham system, the 
question is constantly asked—Which is best adapted for the promotion 
of health and longevity, an animal or a vegetable diet ? 

Every one wishes to live long; and still more, perhaps, does every one — 
wish to preserve uninterrupted health—to enjoy a sound mind in a sound 
body. There are, therefore, few questions more generally interesting 
than those which relate to the kind of food which may be taken with 
least injury. 

How many men do we see, the real or imaginary victims of dyspep- 
sia, who spend a large part of their time in thinking what they shall eat 
or what they shall drink. The very attention given to the subject creates 
an irritation in the stomach, a constant sense of indigestion, a constant 
imaginary hunger. At meals they think themselves temperate, perhaps, 
in avoiding meat, whilst their plates are loaded with a miscellaneous mix- 
ture of every variety of vegetable, the whole floating in a quantity of 
grease, dignified with the name of gravy, which is found necessary to 
render this diet palatable. One would suppose they imagined that the 
organs of digestion, like the machinery of a steam engine, required to be — 
well greased, in order to perform their functions with due facility. This 
heterogeneous mixture is bolted down in a space of time inconceivably 
short, and as time is not afforded for its proper admixture with the gastric 
juice, double, nay quadruple, the necessary quantity is taken before the 
sense of hunger is in any degree allayed. 

There are other persons who are really temperate in eating ; but think- 
ing liquids cannot impede digestion, take in the course of the day quarts 
of fluid—not aware that + gg by diluting the gastric juice and by dis- 
tending the stomach, interfere with digestion and produce more oppres- 
sion even than solids. How common is it, too, for persons, by way of 
fasting, to take a quart or two of gruel, or even of bread and milk, for 

inner ! 

There are two great evils in the system of eating which prevails among 
us. All writers on diet agree that the principal meal should be taken as 
ast, Ba possible in the middle of the day. For the man of leisure this 
may be the best hour ; but, among .us, the operation of this custom is 
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unfortunate. Persons come home from their morning avocations with 
their minds full of their business and the subjects which are to form their 
afternoon’s occupation. Their food is swallowed hastily and without 
thought, in ten or perhaps five minutes—and hence a vast deal too much 
is taken, without the organs being favorably disposed to receive it. For, 
in whatever manner it may be explained, it is nevertheless certain, that 
food taken when the mind is perfectly at ease and disposed to hilarity, is 
more easily digested than in the opposite state. 

The other evil is of much greater importance. This is the barbarous 
custom of crowding our plates with all manner of articles at once. A 
quantity of meat, potatoes, squash, cucumbers, with perhaps half a dozen 
other articles, are placed upon a person’s plate, and the whole well de- 
luged with gravy ere he is considered to be well helped. With what 
disgust must a Frenchman view this operation. 

The French, indeed, appear to have reduced eating, as they do every 
thing else, to a perfect science, which may be defined—the art of eating 
the greatest quantity with the greatest enjoyment and the least evil result. 

Instead of our crowded tables, a single dish appears at a time ; the 
soup is disposed of before the meat appears, and no vegetable is seen 
until the successive dishes of meat have been removed. After each dish 
there is a pause of some minutes before its successor comes in. This 
gives ample time for the proper admixture of the gastric fluid; anda 
— who has thought his hunger unabated after one dish, has often 
ound a few minutes’ pause allay it in a most marvellous degree. 

The hour of their principal meal is also so late that all the business of 
the day is completed, the mind may be freely unbent, and sufficient time — 
can be allowed for the deliberate discussion of the repast. ‘Two hours, in 
places where French manners prevail, are considered a short time to 
devote to dinner. 

But we are asked—TIs it not better to renounce animal food ? A new 
system will always find eager proselytes ; and the desire of adopting a 
diet in which there is no limitation as to quantity, is a strong temptation 
to many individuals. They can avoid a particular article, but it is hard 
for them to rise from table hungry. tg 

Whether, in a state of nature, animal or vegetable food is most suited 
to our race, is not the question. We have to do with men who all their 
lives have eaten animal as well as vegetable food. With these persons, 
any great alteration of the diet to which they have become accustomed, 
is prejudicial, and we have known instances even of death ensuing from 
the sudden adoption of the Graham system. Perfect temperance in eat- 
ing will prolong life ; but we doubt whether the mere renunciation of 
animal food, even from childhood, will add a year to any man’s age, 
unless there is some special cause for denying it to him. At the same 
time we have no doubt that this individual would have the advantage of 
one who indulged to excess in animal food; nor would we deny that 
animal is more prejudicial than vegetable, when taken constantly in ex- 
cess. But a moderate quantity of meat, proportioned to the habits of 
the individual, can do little injury. : 

_Animal food is more rapidly digested than vegetable. It affords more 
stimulus, and its digestion is attended with fever. Vegetable food is di- 
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gested more slowly and produces less excitement. Hence the sedentary 
man and the student, if he wishes to preserve a calm and equable state 
of mind, will take but litle meat. And for any man, however active may 
be his mode of Jife, animal food once a day is sufficient. ‘I'oo much 
stimulus of any kind is injurious. 

Are tea and coffee injurious ? Nearly the same may be said of them 
as of meat. They are stimuli of a stronger nature. All stimuli have a 
tendency to wear out the digestive powers. If the machine be made to 
go faster, it will be the sooner worn out. Therefore a person accus- 
tomed all his life to no stronger stimulus than milk and water, would 
be likely to live somewhat longer than one accustomed to the use of tea 
and coffee ; but a person who has been some twenty, thirty, or forty 
years in the habit of taking these beverages, would probably lose more 
than he would gain by abandoning them. It would be a question, howe- 
ver, only to be settled by experiment, whether the former would be a 
happier or a more useful man ; whether, in fact, he would not be a milk 
and water character. Of course there are idiosyncrasies and diseases 
which render the use of these articles improper. | 

To the imaginary dyspeptic, or the person who, without being posi- 
tively ill, is subject to indigestion, we would say—Form positive rules 
with regard to your diet. Settle in your mind the quantity of liquid and 
solid food you will take at breakfast ; say a cup of coffee or tea and a 
slice of bread. Eat nothing between breakfast and dinner. At dinner 
take but one article, or at most but one piece of meat and one vegetable 
upon your plate at once. Confine yourself to one dish of meat. Take 
with your dinner the least possible quantity of liquid. Remember, also, 
that though the food will glide down more glibly if well covered with 
gravy, yet there is nothing more troublesome to digestion than fatty sub- 
stances. The evening meal should be very slight, taken at least three or 
four hours before bedtime, and nothing taken afterwards. The whole 
quantity of liquid drank during the day should be brought down to the 
least possible amount, and this never exceeded. Having once fixed 
these rules, let them never be deviated from—let them become matters 
of habit, and then take no subsequent thought what ye shall eat or what 
ye shall drink, and bid defiance to Dyspepsia with all its horrors. Many 
people are dyspeptic because they think they are; and many because, by 
daily exceeding what they think the quantity proper for them, their con- 
science becomes troubled after every meal, and they feel an oppression 
at the stomach which would not excite their attention under other cir- 
cumstances. It is useless and puerile to resolve day after day that you 
will be prudent and abstemious at meal times. The temptation occurs, 
and the resolution is vanquished. Nothing but fixed rules will answer 
the purpose. , 

Above all things, devote ample time to your meals ; eat slowly, and 
endeavor, as far as is possible, to obtain pleasant companions to share 


our repast ; let the mind be freely relaxed and indulged in cheerful and 
ively conversation. A. 


Sepiember, 1834. 
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QUERIES. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 


Mr. Epiror,—Through the medium of the Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, will you suffer a correspondent to inquire what is the pre- 
sent chemical name of the preparation of tin which was formerly called 
sal jovis. He has in vain searched for it in ancient and modern pharma- 
copeeias and chemical nomenclatures. A gargle is made with it for aph- 
thous ulcerations, according to the following formula, which surpasses 
any other which he has ever used. 


R. Sal. Jovis, 9i. 
Borax, 3ss. 
Aq. Fontan. Ziss. M. f. gargarism. 


If some of your correspondents will reply to it in your Journal, and also 
mention where it can be obtained, they will confer an obligation. 

He also wishes to inquire the technical term for that affection of the 
skin, which is vulgarly or familiarly known by the name of salt rheum. 
Common terms for diseases are so arbitrary, that medical men can scarcely 
comprehend their meaning. | 

It is stated by a writer in Coxe’s Medical Museum, that ‘* Mercury, 
unless cautiously administered, and in very small quantities, is rank poison 
to the constitution of a negro.”? How far is this assertion correct ? We 
have so few blacks in this section of the country that I have not had a 
fair opportunity of testing the truth of it. So far as my observation ex- 
tends, it rather favors the truth of the position. Will some of your nu- 
merous correspondents give us the results of their observation upon the 
subject ? If we mistake not, mercury is freely used among the negroes 
in the southern section of the Union. Ww. W. 

September, 1834. 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 17, 18384. 


A NEW INVENTION. 


Dr. James Lez Hannan, in a communication to the editor of the United 
States Telegraph, at Washington, announces the invention of an instru- 
ment or instruments, for crushing and extracting the stone, which is so 
extraordinary that we have given the Doctor’s letter entire, lest we should 
be misunderstood in abridging his remarks. One of the New York edi- 
tors says that he has examined the apparatus, and bears testimony to the 
power of the contrivance. It is strange that Dr. Hannah has not sub- 
jected his invention to the examination of some eminent surgeon, or at least 
proclaimed it to the profession through some journal of science. For 
ourselves, we can only express a desire to see before we believe. 


Sir,—I have invented an apparatus for removing the stone from the 
bladder, without cutting, or scarcely paining the patient. Should you be 
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desirous of seeing my contrivance, I shall have much pleasure in submit- 
ting it to your inspection, and explaining the manner of using it. You 
will see by the apparatus that I can with the greatest facility, and without 
any painful sensation to the patient, apply the power of a hundred pounds 
weight (and upwards if necessary) to the body of the stone for cutting 
and crumbling it in the bladder. At the same time that I apply this power 
to the stone (without withdrawing the apparatus), I inject into the bladder 
a fluid that facilitates the crumbling of the stone. 

With a power much less than what I have stated, I have ascertained 
that my apparatus will cut and crumble a stone of two inches and a half 
in its longitudinal diameter, and one inch and a half in its transverse di- 
ameter, and this a stone of a harder substance than that of any formed in 
the bladder, and in a moistened and comparatively softer state there, than 
when removed from that organ and dry. A pleasing and interesting pe- 
culiarity in a little instrument I have invented (called a Sound), for as- 
certaining if there be a stone in the bladder, is, that if it decides the pre- 
sence of one, it indicates to me the diameter of it. An interesting little 
tell-tale this, as you will perceive it to be on viewing the apparatus collect- 
ively. The power I apply to the stone in the bladder for culting it there, 
or for crumbling it there, is just what I might choose to exert. I can 
render it, with precise accuracy, equivalent to any weight from one pound 
to a hundred and upwards, or retain its acting at any intermediate power. 

Many other interesting and important particulars connected with the 
use of my apparatus, I must defer an explanation of until you favor me 
with an interview, when you will have an opportunity of verifying, by oc- 
ular observation, what I have stated. I cannot, however, forbear re- 
marking at present, that you will perceive by the apparatus I shall not 
require any other assistant in performing the operation than the patient 
himself, and we will not doubt that he would cheerfully assist me in re- 
moving from his bladder (without cutting or scarcely paining him) a stone 
that might have been nearly half as big as his fist. | 

I am, Sir, your ob’t, humble serv’t, James Lee Hannan, M.D. 


P. S.—I beg leave to say that my stay in this city will not be longer 
than a couple of days ; I then proceed to N. York to embark for Europe. 


DR. COPLAND’S MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 


WE cheerfully give place to the following notice from the publishers of a 
very valuable medical work. It will be recollected that the Dictionary 
is to consist of four parts, two of which are already published and have 
received the unanimous approval of the American faculty. The price is 
$5.00, to be paid on subscribing.—Subscriptions received by the publisher 
of the Medical Journal. 


_ Tue publishers of Copland’s Dictionary return their thanks to the pub- 
lic for the very liberal encouragement which the undertaking has re- 
ceived, and which is now constantly increasing in every part of the United 
States. Some delay in the appearance of the English copy was appre- 
hended; but the third part, which is now due, has met with a longer delay 
than was anticipated. It is now, however, daily expected, and no time 
will be lost in getting it through the press with all the despatch consistent . 
with correct and well-executed typography. The publishers must there- 
fore claim the indulgence of the public for the unavoidable delay ; and 
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they are happy to acknowledge that they are prompted to make this apo- 
logy only by their own sense of what is due to a generous public, no 
symptom of impatience having been exhibited, so far, by any portion of 
their numerous patrons. Litty, Wait & Co. 

121 Washington Street, Boston. 


BLOOMINGDALE INSANE ASYLUM, NEW YORK. 


Tue system by which the internal affairs of this institution are managed, 
appears to be truly philosophical. The means for moral and mental treat- 
ment are adapted, as far as may be, to the education and taste of the pa- 
tient. For the working man, labor on the farm or in the house ; for the 
artisan, his trade, whenever practicable ; for the pedestrian, one of the 
most beautiful and varied spots in the country ; for the lover of sedentary 
games of amusement, nine pins, gymnastics, battledore, chess, music, &c. ; 
and for those of literary habits, books, papers, and pamphlets. The fe- 
males are provided for equally judiciously. A reading room has been 
established, and made so desirable a resort as tosecure the good behavior 
of those who frequent it. A librarian, appointed from among the patients, 
has charge of both the reading apartment and circulating library. These 
auxiliaries have already proved highly beneficial. Regular religious 
services are also performed on the Sabbath. : 


MEDICAL CONVENTION. 


Ir is proposed, in a circular, to call a convention of physicians of Ohio, 
in January next. Dr. Awl, of Columbus, appears to be the agent.—‘ The 
grand design is to organize for practical utility, the whole scientific me- 
dical power of the State. All regular scientific practitioners of medicine 
and surgery, either of city, village, or country, who are disposed to ad- 
vance the honor and dignity of the profession; every one who has a heart 
in the cause of science, and is ready to unite with the great and good of 
the age, in elevating the moral and scientific character and talent of the 
great and extending West—is cordially invited and expected to come 
and record his name in this convention.”” The plan, if never carried into 
operation, is honorable to those gentlemen who conceived it. 


POPULAR STUDY OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 


Dr. Drake, of Cincinnati, from specimens which are given in the West- 
ern Journal, intends publishing a new work on Anatomy and Physiology 
—or a School and College book of Anatomy and Physiology, designed 
for both sexes. At what time it will be ready for the press, however, will 
depend on the author’s professional engagements. We would by no 
means discourage the writer, and yet we are morally certain that it will 
not answer his intentions. Nolessthan three works have been published 
in Boston, the present year, on the same plan ; but the call for them has 
been like angels’ visits—few, and far between. ; 


UNITED STATES MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


Anotuer has been added to the catalogue of medical periodicals, called 
“* The United States Medical and Surgical Journal, conducted by a number 
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of respectable physicians in various parts of the United States ”—published 
at New York. Though we wish the Journal success, it really seems 
impossible that the profession should sustain all the medical weeklies, 
semi-weeklies, monthlies and quarterlies, now in existence. 


NEW MEDICAL WORK. 


In press, and will shortly be published, by S. H. Butler, Northampton, 
A Catechism of Medical Jurisprudence, by Stephen W. Williams, M.D, 
late Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in the Berkshire Medical Insti- 
tution—in one Vol. 18mo., of about 200 pages. Having seen a specimen 
of the work, in manuscript, we are favorably impressed;—-and even if we 
had not, Dr. W., by his indefatigable industry and critical research in 
medical philosophy, has secured an extended reputation that will command 
respect for his writings wherever they may circulate. 


LONGEVITY. 


In Russia and Poland, where nature has by no means been very lavish 
of her bounties, and where the political economy most in vogue grinds 
a man who is not born a nobleman—not into the dust, but into the snow— 
the greatest sufferers, such for example as the hungry, the ragged, and 
those otherwise miserable, oftentimes attain an astonishing longevity. 
There have been repeated instances on record of men in those countries, 
who lived to be over one hundred and fifty years of age. It is a curious 
observation, by a late writer, that the population, comprising a mass of 


- nearly sixty millions, spin out a life almost one-half longer in those cold 


regions, than that which is enjoyed by the inhabitants of Italy, and ex- 
actly twice the length of time which any one can expect to live in the 
capital of Austria. 


MEDICAL MISCELLANY. 


Medical Students. —F rom information received, the editors of the New 
York Medical and Surgical Journal suppose that not far from twenty- 
hundred medical students attended lectures inthe United States the last 
year. In the ordinary ratio of increase, there will therefore be three 
thousand the present season, An appalling catalogue indeed—but none 
too many for the vast extent of country embraced in the limits of the 
United States, in which intelligent, thoroughly: educated physicians and 


surgeons will always find an ample field for the exercise of their skill and 
philanthropy. 


Temperance Reform.—A very excellent essay, entitled ‘* Thoughts on 
the Origin, Nature, Principles and Prospects of the Temperance Reform,” 
by our distinguished townsman, Dr. Walter Channing, has been sent to 
us within a few days, in a pamphlet form, reprinted from the American 
Quarterly Observer, in which it seems to have first appeared. We not 


only highly approve of the sentiments, but strongly recommend its perusal 
to medical men in particular. | 


_ Dr. Orro, in attempting to introduce a catheter, in a young girl, labor- 
ing under typhous fever, could not find an opening in the usual place. 


An orifice was subsequently discovered, opening into the inferior and in- 
terior part of the left labia pudendi. ) | 
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Jefferson Medical College.—A pamphlet of sixteen pages, entitled “ An- 
nual Announcement of Lectures for the Session of 1834-5, with a cata- 
logue of the students and graduates ”’ of Jefferson Medical College, Phi- 
ladelphia, came to hand last week, Alter a careful examination of its 
contents, we are in doubt in relation to what ought to be said of it. Pro- 
bably a large edition has been circulated, and therefore a synopsis would 
be superfluous. One thing is certain, however, according to the decla- 
ration on the second page, that the institution has been prospered, since 
its incorporation, beyond all example. Will some gentleman enlighten 
us at the north with an account of the real condition of the two schools 
at Philadelphia ° 


Dr. TrusteptT relates a singular circumstance. The uterus of a preg- 
nant woman, several hours after death, contracted so violently as to expel 
a full-grown dead child. 


Atomic Theory.—There isan uncommonly interesting essay on this sub- 
ject, by John S. Hiley, surgeon, in the Lancet of June last. We should 
be glad to publish the whole of it, were we certain that it would be grati- 
fying to our readers, : 


Dry Rot.—It is said in one of the scientific journals of the day, that 
oak, steeped in cominon bark liquor, as in tanning leather, effectually se- 
cures it from the disease of dry rot. 7 

India Rubber Straps for Wounds.—From the praise bestowed upon this 
article in keeping incised wounds together, it is probable it will come 
into general use with surgeons, 

Cholera.—This disease still continues in New York and Halifax. At 
the latter place, the number of cases was increasing on the 3d, the date 
of the latest accounts. The number of deaths from the commencement 
of the disease was then 161. 


Twenty-four young men received the degree of M.D. at the late com- 
mencement of Bowdoin College. 


Lithotomy in Naples.—In fourteen years, 401 persons were operated on 
for the stone at the Hospital of Incurables at Naples. Of this number, 
61 died. The period during which the patients had labored under the 
disease, varied from three months to sixteen years. 


Medicinal Plants —The Shakers at Union village, Warren co. Ohio, 
appear to be extensively engaged in cultivating and eee 
plants, both native and exotic. The New Lebanon Society, N. Y., and 
that at Harvard, Mass. have long enjoyed a high reputation for their 
efforts in the same branch of industry. 


4 New Truss.—Thomas Stagner, of Kentucky, has invented a truss 
which is said to effect a radical cure of hernia. Dr. Keith is now at 
Cincinnati for the purpose of introducing it to the afflicted. 


Tue Communication on the use of Iodine was received too late for this week,’ 
but will have an insertion in our next. 


Dirn—At Farmington, Conn. Dr. Jeremiah Hotchkiss, aged 47, 


Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending Sept. 12,37. Males, 19—Females, 18. 

f inflammation of the brain, I—accidental, 1—infantile, 3—dropsy on the brain, 2—teething, 1— 
dysentery, 4—putrid fever, 1—hooping cough, 1—consumption, 2—scarlet fever, 3—dyspepsia, 1— 
cholera infantum, 2—erysipelas, 1—throat distemper, 2—canker in the bowels, 2—unknown, J-- 
disease of the spine, 1—intlammation of the bowels, 1—fever, 2—drowned, 1—lung fever, 2— 
convulsions, 1. Stillborn, 6. 
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BOYLSTON MEDICAL PRIZE QUESTIONS. 
Art tae annual meeting of the Boylston Medical Committee of Harvard University, held on Wednes- 
day, the 6th day of August, 1834, a premium of Fifty Dollars, or a Gold Medal of that value, wag 
awarded to Charles Caldwell, M.D. Professor of the Institutes of Medicine, &c. in the Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Kentucky, for a Dissertation on the Question, ‘ Are the restrictions on the 
entrance of vessels into port, called Quarantine Laws, useful? If so, in what cases should they be 
lied?” 
“EP he following questions for the year 1835 are now before the public, viz. : 

Ist. ** What diet can be selected, which will ensure the greatest probable health and strength to the 
laborer in the climate of New England ; quantity and quality, and the time and manner of taking it 
to be considered.” 

2d. ‘* What are the diagnostic marks of cancer of the breast ? and is this disease curable ? 

- Dissertations on these subjects must be transmitted, post paid, to John C. Warren, M.D. Boston, on 
or before the first Wednesday of April, 1835. 

The following questions are now offered for the year 1836, viz. : 

Ist. ‘* How far are the external means of exploring the condition of the internal organs, to be consi- 
dered useful and important in medical practice? ” . 

. “ To what extent is an active medical practice useful in the common continued fever of this 
country ?” 
| Dissertations on these questions must be transmitted as above, on or before the first Wednesday of 
ril, 1836. 
he author of the successful dissertation on either of the above subjects will be entitled to Fifty 
Dollars, or a Gold Medal of that value, at his option. 

Each dissertation must be accompanied with a sealed packet, in which shall be written some device 
or sentence, and within shall be enclosed the author’s name and place of residence. ‘The same device 
or sentence is to be written on the dissertation to which the packet is attached. - 

All unsuccessful dissertations are deposited with the Secretary, from whom they may be obtained 
if called for within one year after they are received. 

By an order adopted in the year 1820, the Secretary was directed to publish annually the following 
votes, viz.: 

Ist. That the Board do not consider themselves as approving the doctrines contained in any of the 
dissertations to which the premiums may be adjudged. f 

Qd. ‘hat in case of the publication of a successful dissertation, the author be considered as bound to 
print the above vote in connection therewith. 


Boston, August 12, 1834, GEORGE HAYWARD, Secretary. 
Publishers of newspapers and medical journals throughout the United States are respectfully re- 
quested to give the above an insertion. Sept 17—4teop 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 
Tue subscribers are associated for the purpose of giving a complete course of Mepicat INstRucTION, 
and will receive pupils on the following terms: 
The pupils will be admitted to the practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital, and will receive 
Clinical Lectures on the cases which they witness there. 
Instruction, by examination or lectures, will be given in the intervals of the Public Lectures of 
the University. 


On Midwifery, and the Diseases of Women and Children, and on Chemistry By Dr. CHarnine. 
On Physiology, Pathology, Therapeutics, and Materia Medica - - = By Dr. Wars. 
On the Principles and Practice of Surgery - - - - + = = =. By Dr. Orts. 

On Anatomy, Human and Comparative - - - - - - - - By Dr. Lewis. 


For the greater accommodation of the Class, a room is provided in the house of one of the instruct- 
ers, having in it a large library, and furnished with lights and fuel, without charge to the students. 

The Fees will be, for one year, $100. _ Six months, $75. Three months, $50. 

The Fees are to be paid in advance. No cred:t will be given, except on sufficient security of some 
person in Boston, nor for a longer period than six months. 


Applications are to be made to Dr. Waiter CuHannino, Tremont Street, opposite the Tremont 
House, Boston. April 2. lam6m WALTER CHANNING, 
JOHN WARE, 
Boston, March, 1834. GEORGE W. OTIS, Jr. 


WINSLOW LEWIS, Jn._ 


PAXTON’S ANATOMY—VOL. II. 
Tus day published by ALLEN & TICKNOR, corner of Washington and School Streets, An Intro- 
duction to the Study of Human Anatomy. By James Paxton, Member of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, &c. &c. First American Edition, with Additions by Winstow Lewis, Jr. M.D., Demon- 
strator of Anatomy to Harvard University. 


‘** This work will speedily become the favorite anatomical guide of professional students, and of all 
those who are desirous of making themselves acquainted with the structure of the human body.” 
London Medical Gazette. 
‘¢ By its judicious arrangement the student will find his labor very much diminished and facilitat- 
ed.”— London Medical Journal. 


*‘ This work is an important acquisition to the general reader, and a first book to the medical 
student’’.— Boston Medical Magazine. Boston, August 20 Jain3m. 


JAMES MANN, Preserver of Birds and Quadrupeds, Murray Place, 38 Prince Street, Boston, pre- 
‘serves and sets up Birds and Quadrupeds, Skeletons, &c. 
Orders from gentlemen in the country punctually attended to. Sept 17—tf 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by D. 
CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications m 
be addressed, post-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, on the Ist of every month, each 


eqenining the weekly numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover.—Price $3,00 a year 18 


vance, $3.50 afte oni 
adpance, $1.50 after three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.—Every seventh copy, gratis 
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